
From the East 

From the West 

reality. These subtle differences 
we all have, make us so much 
more diverse, so much more 
unique, and so much more on the 
level with all who seek light. 
My Brothers, we can benefit from 
this example. We have men in 
our neighborhoods and work-
places that would be excellent 
Masons.  We need only be re-
ceptive to their quest to become 
Masons.  
Travel well, and continue to be 
the standard on which men base 
all their decisions,  
S 
 

In North Carolina, 
Masonry has again proven what it 
means to meet upon the level. 
Piedmont-Pioneer Lodge #685, 
AF&AM, rich in tradition like the 
many others in this State of fifty-six 
thousand Masons,  is also 
“Traditionally” White. 
Enter Mr. Joseph Adegboyega. In 
2002, Mr. “A” wanted to become a 
Mason, so he went through the 
usual steps and was accepted 
unanimously by his Lodge to re-
ceive the degrees of Masonry. 
Brother Joseph was born in Nigeria 
and had become the first Black Ma-
son in North Carolina. 

In 2008, Brother Joseph became 
Worshipful Adegboyega, the Master 
of Piedmont-Pioneer Lodge,  the first 
Black Master of what had previously 
been traditionally White. Tradition is 
a powerful, cherished part of who we 
are, yet I ponder the situation of Ma-
sonry regarding its membership and 
find that progress is an even more 
powerful entity. Progress that allows 
us to truly meet on the level is no 
less than destiny itself.  Progress 
that allows us to close the gap of 
perpetual distance is a goal worthy of 
attempt. 
We all try to see the internal qualities 
in men, but again, our “tradition” out-
wardly may show the world another 

To tie up a few loose ends from 
last month, it was good to see the 
large dining room filled to capac-
ity for the Sweetheart Celebration 
dinner.  Speaking of our Sweet-
heart Celebration, I want to ex-
tend my and the lodge’s thanks 
to all of those that helped out to 
make that program a success, 
and extend special thanks to 
Brothers Paul Tibbens and David 
Barnekoff for their efforts in put-
ting that program together. 
And finally, my brothers, remem-
ber that we are builders of Ma-
sons and of our community.  So 
let’s get out there and continue 
the building. 

 Warmest Regards, 
Geoff 

This month, we 
recognize and celebrate the contri-
butions of the nation’s youth in gen-
eral and our Masonic youth groups 
in particular, as March is Youth Ap-
preciation Month.  We have several 
events during the month to ac-
knowledge and support the hard-
work and service of our Rainbow 
Assembly like our annual Youth 
Appreciation Observance before 
March’s stated meeting and the 
youth orders benefit auction.  On a 
side note, the girls and young 
women of our Assembly are always 
grateful for our financial support of 
their Assembly, but they would 
really appreciate to see more of us 
at their meetings.  I highly encour-
age you to attend a Rainbow meet-
ing as your in-person support and 

encouragement of the girls is tenfold 
more meaningful to them than our 
financial support.  For your informa-
tion, Master Masons are more than 
welcome to attend any Rainbow 
meeting as well as any other Ma-
sonic Youth Group’s meeting.  Back 
to the auction now, the auction does 
not only support our own Rainbow 
Assembly but also benefits Boy 
Scout Troop No. 1855 and new this 
year as an auction beneficiary: 
Grand Lodge’s Masonic Student As-
sistance Program designed to iden-
tify and help high-risk youth in our 
schools.  These programs are just 
some of the ways that we both rec-
ognize and support our youth in their 
contributions to our community in 
particular and society in general.   

Let’s continue the Building 

Bigotry & Masonry, Like oil and water 
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Editor’s notes 
Well I’m Back, and I have to 
say, I’m happy to be.  I hope 
you all enjoy the new format.  I 
am sure there will be a few 
bugs to work out and maybe 
some new content  to add.  As 
with every change there is 
bound to be hurdles and I will 
do my best to put out a quality, 
informative, interesting and 
enjoyable news letter.  If you 
have any concerns, comments, 
suggestions, or would like to 
submit an article for publica-
tion, please e-mail it to: trestle-
board64@yahoo.com, or 
send it to Trestleboard/ c/o 
Gordie Clark/6545 Trailride 
Way/Citrus Heights, CA 
95621. 

SUBMITION DEADLINES 
15th OF EVERY  MONTH 
Gordie Clark PM 
Editor 

ATTENTION!!! 
IN AN ATTEMPT TO CUT 

PRINT AND POSTAGE 
COSTS AS OF DISTRIBU-

TION OF THE APRIL TRES-
TLEBOARD ALL OF THOSE 
RECEIVING THE PUBLIC-
TION BY E-MAIL WILL NO 

LONGER RECEIVE A HARD 
COPY UNLESS OTHER-

WISE REQUESTED! 
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Competition, better ritual, better Masons? 

Committee, will be putting on a 
“COACHES CORNER” next month 
to train new coaches and mentors 
on the proper ways of parting 
knowledge and assistance to the 
candidates.  So make the time,  No 
more excuses, make plans to at-
tend and bring another Brother with 
you.  It’s Our OBLIGATION!  Date 
and time to follow. 
With Brotherly Love and Truth, 
Gordie, Head Candidates Coach 

As you all know, our Officers have 
been extremely busy putting on 
degrees because we all have been 
bringing a lot of good men through 
our doors who are in search of 
light.  Wouldn’t it be heartbreaking 
to have to say to your candidate 
that we would love to have him but 
he will have to wait six months to a 
year, or longer to get his degrees.  
Or even worse, give him his first 
degree and never see him again.  
Well my Brothers the latter is ex-

actly what has happened to several 
candidates because we don’t have the 
coaches and mentors to meet the de-
mands of our less informed Brothers.  I 
know all the excuses, “I don’t have the 
time”; you can’t give one hour a week 
to help a needy Brother, or the excuse 
that “I don’t know enough”: are you not 
a Master Mason who has gone through 
everything the brother in need is cur-
rently going through.  Well no more 
excuses.  The existing Coaches, to-
gether with the Masonic Formation 

Coaches & mentors needed,  

no experience required, we will train you! 

ganization we are, and what benefit 
he may receive from becoming a 
Mason. But all three Degrees done 
properly instills many long lasting 
and important impressions on him. 
It motivates him to pursue a deeper 
understanding of our principles and 
often will plant the seed of desire to 
contribute to our Fraternity in some 
significant capacity in the future. 
 
Tom Golden - Inspector 

Greetings Brethren and Ladies. I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to let everyone know that our 
Grand Master has determined that 
there will be a State wide Ritual 
Competition in 2008. I remind all of 
us that we should be justifiably 
proud of our 2007 State Champion 
Ritual team from Natoma Lodge, 
and I am certain that our Lodge will 
again field a championship quality 
team for this new Competition. 
There has been some change in 
the rules from 2007, as we are now 
only required to use the sitting 
Master, both Wardens and Senior 
Deacon. All other positions may be 

filled by any Master Mason in Califor-
nia (except for Inspectors and current 
Grand Officers). Please contact our 
Worshipful Master if you are interested 
in participating. The concept behind 
these Ritual Competitions is not to dis-
courage Lodges from participating be-
cause they may feel unable to field a 
worthy team, but rather to motivate and 
encourage all Lodges to better perfect 
their Ritual capabilities so that we may 
the better be enabled to pass on the 
beautiful lessons of Masonry to our 
new Candidates - which is the entire 
reason for our Ritual in the first place. 
A poorly exemplified Degree leaves the 
Candidate wondering what sort of or-

MAPN Offers Financial Planning 
tenets of Masonry. 
For more information, 
contact  
Erik Peterson,  
Manager of the Masonic 
Allied Professional Net-
work toll free at:  
(800) 831-8170 x136, 
epeterson@freemason.org 

Masonic Allied Profes-
sionals Network (MAPN) 
Do you or one of our 
members or widows need 
advice regarding financial 
or estate planning? 
MAPN is a statewide vol-
unteer network of profes-
sional Master Masons.  In 
partnership with the 
Grand Lodge Office of 

Philanthropy MAPN pro-
motes financial and es-
tate planning education. 
MAPN is a referral ser-
vice which links network 
members with Masons 
and their widows in need 
of financial or estate plan-
ning advice.  This is pro-
vided within an environ-
ment consistent with the 
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From the South 

Time to get some “dirty hands” 
tus02@gmail.com with your 
availability. 

Fraternally, 
Mike Titus 
Chairman, Dirty Hands 

The Temple needs care 
and attention, the Dirty 
Hands hiatus has ended.  
We have scheduled a 
Lodge work day for Sat-
urday March 15th.  The 
Temple Board will pro-
vide coffee and donuts in 
the morning and lunch at 
noon; our work begins at 
8:00 AM.  We will enjoy 
plenty of work, fellowship, 

and frivolity. 

Beyond typical needs for 
a general spring cleaning, 
we must prepare our 
Lodge building for the 
several events and enter-
taining of our community 
planned in the coming 
months.   

Please email me at: 
michaelti-

The beautiful 
thing about 
learning is 

that no one can 
take it away 

from you. 

 
B.B. King 

We will honor the 2008 Hiram 
Award recipient, Brother Charles 
(Rod) Crawford, April 3rd at the 
Stated Meeting Dinner.  A finer 
choice could not be made, con-
gratulations Rod.  To pay tribute to 
Rod, his service to Natoma 64 and 
Masonry in general, we ask that 
you please attend this dinner and 
meeting. 

I trust volunteers for these activities 
will contact me at michaelti-
tus02@gmail.com .  I especially 
hope to hear from newer or nor-
mally less involved brethren, if not I 
will seek you out. 

Please reflect on the following 
when considering your involve-
ment, your schedule, and your 
time.  “Dost thou love life?  Then 
do not squander time, for that’s 
the stuff life is made of.” 

Benjamin Franklin (A Brother):   
 Fraternal blessings, 
 Mike Titus 

If anyone knows were the first two 
months of the year have gone, 
please have them contact me.  I 
begin this monthly communication 
from the South with this jovial line 
to illustrate to us all how fleeting 
our time is, and therefore, remind 
us that we are compelled to con-
tinually plan in advance in order to 
succeed in our endeavors and 
take full advantage of the time 
given to us by the Great Architect 
of the Universe.  With this in mind 
I ask that you give thoughtful con-
sideration and plan to participate 
and attend at no less than one of 
the following: 
March 6th 6:30 PM:  Stated 
Meeting Dinner and youth ob-
servance.  The brethren serve 
and clean-up.  RSVP to 
michaeltitus02@gmail.com  
March 19th 6:00 PM Egg Stuffing 
Party:  Folsom Community Cen-
ter 
March 22nd 7:00 AM Meet at the 
Lodge:  Eggsravaganza and 
Child ID Booth at Lembi Park 
March 29th 5:30 PM:  Youth Or-
ders Benefit Action 
March Details: 

Worshipful Geoff has proclaimed that 
the Lodge Officers shall serve the 
March Stated Meeting meal.  I am 
asking the Stewards Committee (All 
EA's & Fellowcraft) to provide the 
cleanup, as the Officers and Master 
Masons will begin our March Stated 
Meeting shortly after dinner. 

Following the egg stuffing at the Fol-
som Community Center, we will have 
an Ice Cream Social at the Lodge. 

We need six to ten Masons (all are 
welcome) to volunteer for the Folsom 
Eggstravaganza, Saturday morning 
March 22nd.  This great community 
event provides us an opportunity to 
serve our community with Masonic 
Child ID, and showcase the Lodge. 

If you can lend a hand to Brother 
Doug Roberts and his auction com-
mittee, do so.  Regardless, please 
attend the dinner, and participate in 
the Youth Orders Benefit Auction.  
Beyond the fantastic fellowship and 
merriment, this event supports the 
future, through contribution to our 
youth and their development as lead-
ers. 

Of Special Interest: 
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To submit jokes to the “On The Lighter 

Side” please e-mail them to: onthelighter-

side64@yahoo.com or mail to: On The 

Lighter Side/6545 Trailride Way/Citrus 

Heights, CA 95621 

Do the dues, and keep in touch 

On The Lighter Side 

From The Secretary’s Table 

drop any member but will be forced 
to take this action. 
 We are also having difficulties in 
keeping up with changing addresses.  
We are often not informed of a move 
and lose contact with a member.  
Please keep in mind if you move 
send us a change of address.  Also 
Brother Dave Barnekoff has done a 
yeoman’s job helping me track and 
determine change of addresses and 
email addresses.  Please if you 
change either let us know.  Both of 
our phone numbers and email ad-
dresses are on the front of the Tres-
tleboard.   
Fraternally Bob Johnson, Secretary  

It has been a while since you 
have heard from me but I felt it 
was time to have a word or two.  
The Lodge is growing through 
some great efforts of the Officers 
in their diligent ritual work.  We 
have actually had a growth in 
membership.  However we are 
presently faced with a dilemma 
and that being to suspend sev-
eral members for non payment of 
dues.  Unfortunately the CMC 
requires that we collect dues 
from our members, have the 
dues remitted because of health 
or financial difficulties or suspend 
the member for non-payment of 
dues.  I spend several hours try-
ing to relate this message to our 
members.  For whatever reasons 
nearly 30 members haven’t paid 

last year’s dues.  Each has been 
notified that they are overdue in 
paying their annual dues.  The 
CMC section 809.370 states “If a 
member has not paid his dues 
during a period of 12 months, the 
Secretary shall notify him that he 
will be suspended for non-
payment of dues unless at the 
Lodge’s next Stated Meeting ei-
ther his dues have been paid or 
sickness or inability to pay is 
shown as the cause for the failure 
to pay.”  This month I will be 
forced to send to those members 
that have not paid 2007 dues and 
any other back dues a letter in-
forming them that unless their 
payments are received by the 
April Stated Meeting they will be 
suspended.  We do not want to 

tomatoes now. I wish I could do 
more but that’s the best I can do, 
given the situation.   
Love Vinnie 

An old Italian man lived alone in the 
country and wanted to dig his tomato 
garden, but it was very hard ground 
and therefore made it to hard a job 
for him to do.  His only son Vincent, 
used to help him, was in prison.  
So the old man wrote his son about 
his predicament and stated, “if you 
were here all my troubles would be 
gone, as I know you would dig the 
garden for me.”  Love Dad-   

A few days later he received a letter 
from his son. 
Dear Dad, Don’t dig up the garden!  
That’s where I buried the bodies.  
Love Vinnie–  
At 4am the next day, FBI swarmed 
the house dug up the entire area but 
found no bodies.  They apologized 
and left.  Later that same day he re-
ceived another letter from his son.  
Dear Dad, Go ahead and plant your 
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March Dinner Menu: 
A starter of green salad with ranch dressing or split pea 
soup (TBD), Corned Beef, Cabbage with Red Potatoes,  
Carrots, Rolls & Butter.  Green Velvet cake or Key Lime Pie 
for dessert (TBD). 
 
 Don’t forget…RSVP your attendance to our Stated Meeting 
meal at michealtitus02@gmail.com .  Masonic Widows 
are always no charge, Adults $12.00, and children $1.00 
per year to age 12. 

It’s time to eat, 
drink, and be merry! 

Rainbow Dreams 
Past Grand Officer from Natoma, she 
has also served on the Advisory Board 
for many years.  Her daughter Kira has 
also served this assembly as Worthy 
Advisor for three terms and is planning 
on helping out one more time before 
she receives her majority in a year or 
so and I’m sure that Kira would tell you 
that she wouldn’t have been able to do 
it without the help of her mom.  Caro-
lyn, thank you for all you do for Natoma 
Rainbow, we love you!   
After we return from Grand Assembly, 
we will be helping the lodge with the 
auctions and dinner to benefit our as-
sembly, Boy Scout Troop 1855 and the 
Masonic Student Assistance Program.  
Please join us for dinner and to check 
out the great items that are up for auc-
tion.  If you are interested in purchas-
ing tickets, please see Dennis Davis, 
Pat Flynn or Mike Titus as they all 
have tickets, along with many of the 
members of Natoma Lodge #64.  We 
appreciate your support!  
Rainbow Love,  
Natoma Assembly #90 

February was an unusually slow 
month for Natoma Assembly girls 
and adults.  We had our Spring Term 
Mystery Trip … We enjoyed our eve-
ning of “Disney Princesses on Ice” 
on February 15th.  I believe that all of 
the girls were surprised when we got 
there and a good time was had by 
all! The very next Monday evening, 
we were delighted to celebrate the 
installation of our new Worthy Advi-
sor, Carolyn Sweeney with her 
theme “It Is Not How Much You Do, 
But How Much Love You Put Into 
The Doing That Matters. ~ Mother 
Theresa”  This is Carolyn’s second 
time serving in the East and I’m sure 
she will do an excellent job as our 
fearless leader!  
March is going to be an extremely 
busy month for the girls and adults of 
Natoma Assembly #90.  Around the 
middle of the month, we will be pack-
ing our bags and driving down to 
Fresno for Grand Assembly.  There 
we will get the distinct pleasure of 
watching our grand officer, Kira 
Davis, perform her duties as Grand 
Lecturer by opening each session of 
Grand Assembly with a speech in 
which she will discuss the various 
aspects of Grand Assembly.  She 
has worked extremely hard on not 
only writing these speeches, but also 
taking the time to memorize them.   
We are all very excited to watch her 

and also so very proud of her that 
our buttons are bursting with 
pride.  Go Kira! 
At Grand Assembly, we will also be 
celebrating the anniversaries of the 
Grand Assemblies of two of Na-
toma’s Past Grand Officers.  Laurie 
Ann Miner served this assembly as 
a Grand Officer in 1978 and as 
such, along with 80 other Kuddly 
Kangaroos, she will be celebrating 
her 30th anniversary at Grand As-
sembly.  Since her own year as a 
Grand Officer, she has attended at 
least one session of every Grand 
Assembly every year for 30 years!  
This is a remarkable achievement 
that I am sure many people have 
strived to reach but few have man-
aged to make.  In the meantime, 
her daughter, Carolyn Sweeney, is 
serving our assembly for the sec-
ond time as Worthy Advisor and 
I’m sure she couldn’t do it without 
her mom’s help.  Laurie Ann is and 
will continue to be an asset to Na-
toma Assembly and we all love her 
very much!   
Also celebrating an anniversary 
this year is Carolyn Davis who 
served Natoma Assembly as a 
Grand Officer in 1988 and she and 
the rest of the Terrific Teddies are 
celebrating their 20th anniversary at 
Grand Assembly.  Not only is she a 
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March 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 

2 3 
Rainbow 

4 5 6 
Stated 

Meeting 

7 8 
Shrine Club 

Auction 

9 10 11 
Amaranth 

12 
Hall 

Association 

13 14 15 

16 17 
Rainbow 

18 19 
Easter Egg 

Stuffing 

20 21 22 
Folsom 

Egg- 

23 24 
El Dorado 

Commandry 

25 
District SOI 

26 27 28 29 
Benefit 
Auction 

30 31      

BIRTHDAYS           

Hollis H. Beckett Jr. 2-Mar 1921  Jeffery P. Thompson PM 23-Mar 1955  D.W. Camden 17-Mar 1976 
Robert E. Pullen 2-Mar 1957  Fredrick L. Smith 25-Mar 1942  Harvey Owens PM 18-Mar 1969 
Bill Miklos PM 4-Mar 1953  Carl R. Buchan 25-Mar 1931  Ernest E. Gardner 19-Mar 1986 
Pat Flynn PM 4-Mar 1955  Rick Boyd 28-Mar 1979  Todd Reyes 20-Mar 2003 
George E. Richie 6-Mar 1947  John M. Luddington 29-Mar 1947  Charles R. Crawford 22-Mar 1999 
Joel Johnson 8-Mar 1984  Jakob Hopp 30-Mar 1941  Scott Leventon 23-Mar 2000 
Craig Wilson 8-Mar 1967  ANNIVERSARYS      Edward G. Robles 23-Mar 1950 
Fred Veffredo 11-Mar 1920  Robert E. Pullen 3-Mar 2003  Vernon Keller 23-Mar 1994 
Dale F. Rogers 13-Mar 1932  Howard W. Keene 4-Mar 1953  Geoffrey D. Risse 26-Mar 1997 
Albert J. Brown 13-Mar 1934  Rudy P. Orpilla 6-Mar 1976  Richard E. Hall 27-Mar 2003 
Donald E. Walden 13-Mar 1933  John M. Luddington 9-Mar 2006  Rene M. Morales PM 30-Mar 1991 
Darryl L. Petker 18-Mar 1952  James D. Grovhoug 9-Mar 2000  William Haines 30-Mar 1959 
Robert N. Clarke 21-Mar 1969  Neil B. Hammermann 10-Mar 1968  James D. Clarke 30-Mar 1983 
Theodore C. Mitchell 22-Mar 1926  Gary R. Sanders 15-Mar 1972  Henry R. Smith Jr. 30-Mar 2006 
Matthew A. Downer 23-Mar 1965  Lance Rifenburg 15-Mar 1995  Aubrey M. Winn Jr. 31-Mar 1976 
William R. Vagg Jr. 23-Mar 1928  Terrence O. Tennis PM 16-Mar 1983  John E. Holkko Sr. 31-Mar 1953 
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Dates to remember 

03/03 7pm  Rainbow 
03/06  630pm Stated Dinner 
03/06 8pm  Stated Meeting 
03/08  8am  Shrine Club 
03/08 9am  Auction Committee 
03/11 730pm Amaranth 
03/12 7pm  Hall Association 
03/17 7pm  Rainbow 
03/19 6pm  Easter Egg Stuffing 
03/22 7am  Folsom Eggstravaganza 
03/24 730pm ElDorado Cmndry KT 
03/25 7pm  District School of Inst. 

Natoma Lodge Bus. Formal Masonic Adults 
Natoma Lodge Bus. Casual Public 
Natoma Lodge Bus. Casual Master Masons 
Natoma Lodge Casual Shriners & Wives 
Natoma Lodge Casual Volunteers 
Natoma Lodge Bus. Formal Amaranth Memb. 
Natoma Lodge Casual Masonic Adults 
Natoma Lodge Bus. Formal Masonic Adults 
City Hall  Casual Public 
Lembi Park  Casual Public 
Sutter Creek  Uniform Templar Knights 
Placerville Lodge Casual Master Masons 

We’re on the Web: 
www.calodges.org/no64 

http://www.calodges.org/no64

